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Abstract 

Rabindranath Tagore, a polymath and the first non-European Nobel laureate in Literature, is often 

celebrated for his literary contributions. However, his political theology, which intertwines 

spirituality, humanism, and nationalism, remains an underexplored facet of his intellectual legacy. 

This paper delves into Tagore's political theology, examining its philosophical underpinnings, its 

critique of nationalism, and its emphasis on universal humanism. By analyzing his essays, speeches, 

and literary works, the paper highlights the relevance of Tagore's ideas in contemporary global 

politics, marked by rising nationalism, religious intolerance, and environmental crises. The study 

employs a qualitative methodology, drawing from primary texts and secondary literature to construct 

a comprehensive understanding of Tagore's political thought. The paper concludes that Tagore's 

vision of a spiritually enriched, inclusive, and ecologically conscious society offers valuable insights 

for addressing modern political and social challenges. 
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*Introduction* 

 

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) was a towering figure in Indian literature, philosophy, and art. His 

works, which include poetry, novels, essays, and plays, have left an indelible mark on global culture. 

However, beyond his literary genius, Tagore was a profound thinker whose ideas on politics, religion, 

and society were deeply intertwined. His political theology, though not systematically articulated, is 

embedded in his writings and offers a unique perspective on the relationship between the divine, the 

human, and the political. 

 

Tagore's political theology is characterized by a critique of narrow nationalism, an advocacy for 

universal humanism, and a deep spiritual consciousness. In an era marked by the rise of nationalist 

movements, Tagore's warnings against the dangers of xenophobia and cultural chauvinism resonate 

with contemporary concerns. His vision of a world where spirituality transcends religious dogmatism 

and where humanism bridges cultural divides is particularly relevant in today's globalized yet 

fragmented world. 

 

This paper seeks to explore Tagore's political theology in depth, examining its philosophical 

foundations, its critique of nationalism, and its emphasis on universal humanism. The study also aims 

to assess the relevance of Tagore's ideas in addressing contemporary political and social issues, such 

as religious intolerance, environmental degradation, and the erosion of democratic values. 
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*Objectives* 

 

The primary objectives of this paper are: 

 

1.To analyze the philosophical underpinnings of Rabindranath Tagore's political theology. 

2. To examine Tagore's critique of nationalism and his advocacy for universal humanism. 

3.To explore the spiritual dimension of Tagore's political thought and its implications for 

contemporary politics. 

4. To assess the relevance of Tagore's political theology in addressing modern global challenges, such 

as religious intolerance, environmental crises, and the rise of authoritarianism. 

 

*Review of Literature* 

 

The literature on Rabindranath Tagore is vast, encompassing his literary, philosophical, and political 

contributions. However, scholarly attention to his political theology has been relatively limited. 

Existing studies often focus on his critique of nationalism, as articulated in works like "Nationalism" 

(1917) and "The Home and the World" (1916). Scholars such as Sabyasachi Bhattacharya and Uma 

Das Gupta have explored Tagore's political thought, emphasizing his rejection of narrow nationalism 

and his vision of a more inclusive, humanistic world order. 

 

Tagore's spiritual and philosophical ideas have also been the subject of scholarly inquiry. Amartya 

Sen, in his essay "Tagore and His India," highlights the interplay between Tagore's spiritual beliefs 

and his political vision. Similarly, Martha Nussbaum has drawn on Tagore's ideas to argue for a 

cosmopolitan education that fosters empathy and understanding across cultural boundaries. 

 

Despite these contributions, there is a need for a more comprehensive analysis of Tagore's political 

theology, particularly its relevance to contemporary issues. This paper seeks to fill this gap by 

providing a detailed examination of Tagore's political thought and its implications for modern politics. 

 

*Methodology* 

 

This study employs a qualitative methodology, drawing from primary texts by Rabindranath Tagore, 

including his essays, speeches, and literary works. Secondary literature, including scholarly articles 

and books on Tagore's political and philosophical thought, is also used to provide context and analysis. 

The paper adopts a thematic approach, organizing the analysis around key themes in Tagore's political 

theology, such as his critique of nationalism, his advocacy for universal humanism, and his spiritual 

vision. 

*Analysis* 

 

1. *Philosophical Underpinnings of Tagore's Political Theology* 

Tagore's political theology is rooted in a deep spiritual consciousness that transcends religious 

dogmatism. He believed that the divine is immanent in the world and that true spirituality involves 

recognizing the interconnectedness of all life. This spiritual outlook informed his political thought, 

leading him to reject narrow nationalism and advocate for a more inclusive, humanistic world order. 

 

Tagore's spirituality was deeply influenced by the Upanishadic tradition, which emphasizes the unity 

of the self (Atman) with the ultimate reality (Brahman). This philosophical perspective led Tagore to 

view the world as a interconnected whole, where the well-being of one is tied to the well-being of all. 

In his essay "The Religion of Man," Tagore writes, "The truth of unity is not a mere philosophical 

speculation; it is a living reality that we must realize in our daily lives." 

 



Tagore's Political Theology and It's Contemporary Relevance 

 

912 

This spiritual vision underpins Tagore's political theology, leading him to critique the divisive nature 

of nationalism and to advocate for a more inclusive, universal humanism. He believed that true 

freedom could only be achieved through the realization of our interconnectedness and the cultivation 

of empathy and compassion for all beings. 

 

2. *Tagore's Critique of Nationalism* 

Tagore's critique of nationalism is one of the most distinctive aspects of his political theology. He 

viewed nationalism as a narrow, exclusionary ideology that fosters xenophobia and cultural 

chauvinism. In his book "Nationalism," Tagore argues that nationalism is a "great menace" that 

undermines the spiritual and moral fabric of society. 

 

Tagore's critique of nationalism was shaped by his experiences during the Indian independence 

movement. While he supported India's struggle for freedom from British colonial rule, he was deeply 

critical of the nationalist rhetoric that often accompanied it. He feared that Indian nationalism, if not 

tempered by a broader humanistic vision, could lead to the same kind of cultural chauvinism and 

exclusion that he saw in European nationalism. 

 

Tagore's critique of nationalism is particularly relevant in today's world, where the rise of nationalist 

movements has led to increased xenophobia, religious intolerance, and the erosion of democratic 

values. His warning against the dangers of nationalism serves as a timely reminder of the need for a 

more inclusive, humanistic approach to politics. 

 

3. *Tagore's Advocacy for Universal Humanism* 

In contrast to nationalism, Tagore advocated for a universal humanism that transcends cultural, 

religious, and national boundaries. He believed that true freedom and fulfillment could only be 

achieved through the realization of our shared humanity and the cultivation of empathy and 

compassion for all beings. 

 

Tagore's vision of universal humanism is deeply rooted in his spiritual beliefs. He saw the divine as 

immanent in the world and believed that recognizing this divine presence in all beings is the key to 

achieving true freedom and fulfillment. In his essay "The Religion of Man," Tagore writes, "The truth 

of unity is not a mere philosophical speculation; it is a living reality that we must realize in our daily 

lives." 

 

This vision of universal humanism has important implications for contemporary politics. In a world 

marked by rising nationalism, religious intolerance, and environmental crises, Tagore's call for a more 

inclusive, humanistic approach to politics is more relevant than ever. His emphasis on empathy, 

compassion, and the recognition of our shared humanity offers a powerful antidote to the divisive 

rhetoric of nationalism and religious dogmatism. 

 

4. *The Spiritual Dimension of Tagore's Political Thought* 

The spiritual dimension of Tagore's political thought is perhaps its most distinctive feature. Tagore 

believed that true freedom and fulfillment could only be achieved through the realization of our 

interconnectedness and the cultivation of a deep spiritual consciousness. This spiritual outlook 

informed his critique of nationalism and his advocacy for universal humanism. 

 

Tagore's spirituality was deeply influenced by the Upanishadic tradition, which emphasizes the unity 

of the self (Atman) with the ultimate reality (Brahman). This philosophical perspective led Tagore to 

view the world as a interconnected whole, where the well-being of one is tied to the well-being of all. 

In his essay "The Religion of Man," Tagore writes, "The truth of unity is not a mere philosophical 

speculation; it is a living reality that we must realize in our daily lives." 
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This spiritual vision underpins Tagore's political theology, leading him to critique the divisive nature 

of nationalism and to advocate for a more inclusive, universal humanism. He believed that true 

freedom could only be achieved through the realization of our interconnectedness and the cultivation 

of empathy and compassion for all beings. 

 

5. *Relevance of Tagore's Political Theology in Contemporary Politics* 

Tagore's political theology offers valuable insights for addressing contemporary political and social 

challenges. His critique of nationalism is particularly relevant in today's world, where the rise of 

nationalist movements has led to increased xenophobia, religious intolerance, and the erosion of 

democratic values. Tagore's warning against the dangers of nationalism serves as a timely reminder 

of the need for a more inclusive, humanistic approach to politics. 

Tagore's advocacy for universal humanism is also highly relevant in today's globalized world. In a 

world marked by rising nationalism, religious intolerance, and environmental crises, Tagore's call for 

a more inclusive, humanistic approach to politics is more relevant than ever. His emphasis on 

empathy, compassion, and the recognition of our shared humanity offers a powerful antidote to the 

divisive rhetoric of nationalism and religious dogmatism. 

Finally, Tagore's spiritual vision offers a powerful framework for addressing the environmental crises 

facing the world today. His belief in the interconnectedness of all life and his call for a more spiritually 

conscious approach to politics offer valuable insights for developing a more sustainable and 

ecologically conscious world order. 

 

*Conclusion* 

 

Rabindranath Tagore's political theology offers a unique and profound perspective on the relationship 

between the divine, the human, and the political. His critique of nationalism, his advocacy for 

universal humanism, and his deep spiritual consciousness provide valuable insights for addressing 

contemporary political and social challenges. In a world marked by rising nationalism, religious 

intolerance, and environmental crises, Tagore's vision of a spiritually enriched, inclusive, and 

ecologically conscious society offers a powerful antidote to the divisive rhetoric of nationalism and 

religious dogmatism.Tagore's political theology reminds us of the importance of cultivating empathy, 

compassion, and a deep spiritual consciousness in our political and social lives. His call for a more 

inclusive, humanistic approach to politics is more relevant than ever in today's globalized yet 

fragmented world. As we grapple with the challenges of the 21st century, Tagore's vision of a world 

where spirituality transcends religious dogmatism and where humanism bridges cultural divides offers 

a powerful framework for building a more just, sustainable, and compassionate world. 
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