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Abstract 

While Many Female Students Are Diligent In Their Studies, Many Male Students Do Not Seem To Engage With 

The Learning Process. This Situation Cannot Be Blamed On The Maleness Of The Students, We Should Find 

More Effective Ways To Teach These Students. There Has Been A Substantial Amount Of Research On Male 

Learning Preferences And On The Global Phenomenon Of Female Students Outperforming Male Students. 
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Drawing From This Research We Suggest Practical Approaches To Teaching English To Malaysian Male 

Students That Are Likely To Lead To Better Results. 

Keywords: English Teaching; Malaysian Male Learners; Motivation. 

Introduction  

The Phenomenon Of Female Students Doing Better Than Male Students In Academic Studies Seems To Be 

Common In Many Countries In Varying Degrees (Prajuli M, Thapa A, 2017,), (Orabi, 2007; Dayioglu & Turut, 

2007; Khwaileh & Zaza, 2010, Ghazvini & Khajehpour 2011 As Cited By Prajuli M, Thapa), Although There Is 

Some Dispute About How Significant This Gap Is. The Trend Was Already Observed By Researchers Such As 

Decore Am 1984 Due To Greater Participation Of Female Students In The Second Half Of The 20 th Century, 

Despite Acknowledging Lower Participation Of Female Students In Science Or Math Related Fields.   

 

Although Less Participation In Science Related Fields, Female Students Tend To Have Better Results Compared 

To Their Male Counterparts From Kindergarten Until 12th Standard. Freeman 2004 Demonstrated That In 1999, 

Female Students Were Less Likely To Repeat Grade As Compared To The Male Students. Dropout Rates Were 

Also Lower Among Female Students As Compared To The Male Students (Freeman 2004). The Causes For This 

Phenomenon Are Complex And They Vary Country By Country And Are Debated. 

In Malaysia, Government Statistics From 2011 (Ministry Of Education Malaysia, 2012) Show That Males 

Account For Just 39.5% Of The Number Of Students In Tertiary Education. This Is In Stark Contrast To The 

Early Phases Of Tertiary Education In Malaysia. During The First Six Years Of Um, The Oldest University In 

Malaysia, The Number Of Male Students Increased Rapidly. The Scenario However Changed Recently Where 

The Number Of Female Students Has Risen To 62% In 2013 (Ministry Of Education Of Malaysia As Cited By 

Tienxhi, Jy 2017).  

Similar Pattern Is Seen In Other Public Universities. In Fact, The Imbalance In Certain Sectors Of Tertiary 

Education Such As Universities Could Be Greater. Internationally, Even Male Dominated Societies Such As Saudi 

Arabia, Gross Enrolment Of Females Are Still Higher Than Males (World Bank 2008 As Cited By Wan Cd).  

This Might Cause Educators To Think That Male Students Are Simply Not As Good As Female Students When 

It Comes To Academic Study And They Really Should Start Behaving More Like The Female Students If They 

Want To Get On In Life. This Would Mean That Male Students Should Adapt To Attitude And Learning Strategies 

Used By Female Students.  

However, We Would Have To Ask Whether Male Learners Have Alternative Ways To Learn That Are Equally 

Effective Given The Right Environment. This Would Imply That Teachers Need To Teach Male Learners 

Differently. Study By Wehrwein, Erica, Lujan And Dicarlo 2007 Demonstrated That Male Students Are More 

Inclined To Use Multiple Modes Of Information Presentation Such As Visual, Auditory, Reading/Writing, And 

Kinaesthetic Compared To The Female Students, Who Prefer Single Mode Of Information Presentation. 

 Other Studies Such As Shuib, M & Azizan Sn 2015 On English As Second Language Learners (Esl), On The 

Other Hand, Didn’t Show Any Difference In The Preference Style Between Male And Female Learners. Study 

By Zaidi 2010 Demonstrated That There Are Differences In The Structure Of Brain, Function, And Chemical 

Process Between Male And Female Students. There Are Many Other Studies Which Have Echoed The Difference 

Between Male And Female Brain. For An Example, Cahill 2000 (As Cited By Goldman Bruce 2017) Showed 

That Women Retain Emotional Memories Much Better Than Men. The Reason For This Could Be Due To 

Different Types Of Hormones That Are At Play Between Males And Females.  

To Answer The Question Why Male Students, Lag Their Female Counterparts, This Paper Shall Analyse The 

Differences Between Male And Females Through The Perspective Of Educational Neuroscience Before 

Proceeding To Educational Psychology, And Sociolinguistics.  The Structure Is Consistent With Marr’s Tri-Level 

Analysis Which Covers (I) Outer Functional Abilities (Computational Level) (Ii) Internal Steps To Make The 
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Functions Possible (Algorithmic) And (Iii) The Fundamental Processes That Makes The Processes Happen 

(Implementational) In This Case, The Neural Level. In His Own Words:  

“Trying To Understand Perception By Studying Only Neurons Is Like Trying To Understand Bird Flight By 

Studying Only Feathers: It Just Cannot Be Done. In Order To Study Bird Flight, We Have To Understand 

Aerodynamics: Only Then Do The Structure Of The Feathers And The Different Shapes Of Bird Wings Make 

Sense.” David Marr, 1981. 

 Here, We Define Implementational As The (I) Difference Between The Genders Due To Neurological Structure, 

(Ii) Algorithmic As The Psychological Differences And Finally (Iii) Computational As The Behavioural Or The 

Sociolinguistics Level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Will Then Move On To Look At Studies Which Have Already Been Carried Out On How To Engage Male 

Learners In Language Learning. Finally, We Will Make Some Practical Suggestions On How To Adapt Language 

Classes To Engage Male Malaysian Language More Effectively. 

 

Educational Neuroscience: Differences Of Male And Female Learners? 

Educational Neuroscience Is An Emerging Trans-Disciplinary Field That Brings Together Education, Learning, 

Teaching, The Brain Structure, And Policy (Petito & Dunbar, 2004). While Neuroscience Is A Subset Of Biology 

That Studies The Brain Functioning At Cellular Level (Aranda 2013), Educational Neuroscience Brings 

Interaction Of Psychology, Neuroscience, And Education To Shape Educational Practice And Theory (Aranda 

2013).  

 

Although Oecd 2007 Found No Evidence On The Differences Between Male And Female Learning Process At 

Neural Level, This Has Been Contradicted By Studies Such As Ingalhalikar M, Smith A, Parker D, Et Al. 2014. 

Functional Mri Study By Ingalhalikar M, Smith A, Parker D, Et Al. 2014 Discovered That Inter-Hemispheric 

Connectivity Was Much Stronger In Women's And Girls' Brains. Intra-Hemispheric Connectivity On The Other 

Hand, Was Much Stronger In The Brains Of Men And Boys. These Studies Demonstrated That While “Male 

Brains Are Structured To Facilitate Connectivity Between Perception And Coordinated Action”, “Female Brains 

Are Designed To Facilitate Communication Between Analytical And Intuitive Processing Modes”. The Important 

Point To Be Noted Here Is Compared To Female, Male Samples Seems To Perform Better In Spatial Memory 

Task And Have Better Sensory Motor Speed.  

 

The Result Might Also Shed Some Clue On Better Academic Performance Of Female Students, That Seems To 

Have Better Attention, Stronger Word And Face Memory And Stronger Social Cognition (Ingalhalikar M, Smith 

A, Parker D, 2014). Female Students Are Also Said To Be Better At Autobiographical Memory Loprinzi, P. D., 

Computational

(Behavioral Level)

Algorithmic

Implementational

(Neural)

Sociolinguistics

Educational Psychology

Educational Neuroscience
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& Frith, E. (2018). The Usefulness Of Memorisation As An Sla Tool Has Also Been Supported By Tinkham 1989. 

In Fact, In Malaysian Education System, Memorisation Plays A Significant Role, Which In A Way Might Also 

Be Giving A Greater Advantage To Female Students And Therefore Creating A Bigger Performance Gap Between 

Male And Female Students. 

 

 It Is Therefore Believed That, Should L2 Teaching Methods Are Changed To Practical/Real Life Application 

(Where Memorisation Is Not The Main Ingredient To Signify Better Performance And The Topics Are Of High 

Interest), Male Students Are Predicted To Perform Equally If Not Better Than The Female Students.  

 

 

 

Educational Psychology 

In Understanding Different Gender Learning Preferences, The Discussion Shall Continue In The Perspective Of 

Educational Psychology. Educational Psychology Is A Subset Of Psychology Branch That Focuses On Scientific 

Study Of Human Learning. It Incorporates Human Development, Individual Differences, Measurement, Learning, 

And Motivation And Is Both A Data-Driven And A Theory-Driven Discipline Glover And Ronning (1987, P. 14). 

 

 It Shall Be Later Seen That Male And Female Preferences Are Consistent At Both Neural And Psychological 

Level. Earlier Studies Such As Politzer 1983 Have Also Demonstrated The Tendency Of Male Learners To Use 

Different Approaches In Learning Compared To Female Learners.  

 

Consistent With Learning Preference At Neural Level, Severiens & Dam1994 Demonstrated That Women Tend 

To Use Memorisation Which Is “More Surface Or Reproducing Approach Of Learning” Compared To “Man That 

Prefer Deep Approach To Learning.” Study By Ehrman And Oxford 1988 Demonstrated That Females Tend To 

Use Social Learning Strategies Or Techniques That Use At Least One More Person. The Technique Is Believed 

To Be Beneficial As It Exposes The Learner To The Target Language, By Increasing The Amount Of Interaction 

With Language Users. This Might Also Increase The Learner’s Motivation That Is Essential In Successful Sla 

Process. 

 

Sociolinguistics Perspective  

The Discussion Continues By Considering The Sociolinguistic Perspective. Sociolinguistics Studies Language In 

Relation To Society (Hudson 2001 P.1). It Touches On The Effect Of “Cultural Norms, Expectations, And 

Context, On The Way Language Is Used, And The Effects Of Language Use On Society” (Wikipedia).  

Studies Into Learning Preferences Comparing Male And Female Learners Have Been Far From Conclusive. There 

Have Been Many Studies And They Have Often Had Conflicting And Even Opposite Results. Looking At 

Findings For Malaysian Students Studies Such As Yacizi (2005) Have Shown That Asian Male Students Tend To 

Use Individualistic Approach In Learning While Female Students Are More Associated With Collective Learning 

Style. This Seems To Be Consistent With Earlier Discussion That Due To Lack Of Interaction, Female Students 

Tend To Perform Better Compared To Male Students. 

 

 However, Unlike The Studies That Viewed Male Students As Individualistic, A Study By Jedin & Saad 2006 

Showed That Malaysian Male Students Are Collectivist While Female Students Tend To Learn Collaboratively 
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Within Their Circle Of Friends. In Fact, The Study Was Inclined To View The Results More Contrarily. Although 

Both Genders Seem To Demonstrate Collective Learning Style, Female Students Were Found To Be Concerned 

With Their Individual Personal Interest. A Malaysian Study By Mustafa, Chiew And Rinong, 2009 To Certain 

Extent Seems To Demonstrate A Similar View.  

The Result Of The Study Pointed That Both Male And Female Students Preferred Learning In Groups But With 

Difference In The Perceptual Learning Styles Preferences (Pslp). While Male Students Do Not Have Any Major 

Pslp, Female Students Showed Greater Preference On Auditory, Group, And Kinaesthetic As Their Perceptual 

Learning Styles (Mustafa, Chiew And Rinong 2009). This Seems To Leave The Search For Differences In Some 

Confusion. However A Comprehensive Review Of Studies On Learning Preferences By Vaseghi, R. , Ramezani, 

A. And Gholami, R. (2012) Regularly Came Across The Following Learning Style Preferences For Male Student 

And Female Students: 

Male  Female 

Hands On Learning Well-Organised Presentation Of Course Material 

Group Learning Style (Tai 1999a As Cited By 

Vaseghi, R. , Ramezani, A. And Gholami, R. (2012) ) 

Kinesthatic Style (Tai 1999a As Cited By Vaseghi, R. 

, Ramezani, A. And Gholami, R. (2012) ) 

Multimodal (Wehrwein 2007 As Cited By Vaseghi, 

R., Ramezani, A. And Gholami, R. (2012) 

Auditory Type 

Prefer Peer Interaction And More Peer Motivated. Self-Motivated And Persistent. Females Are Also 

More Teacher And Parent Motivated. (Honigsfeld 

And Dunn 2006:3 As Cited By Vaseghi, R. , 

Ramezani, A. And Gholami, R. (2012) ). 

Tactile Learning Vaseghi, R. , Ramezani, A. And 

Gholami, R. (2012) 

 

 

Previous Studies On Motivating Male Language Learners  

While There Does Not Appear To Be Many Studies Specifically Looking At Motivating Male Learners To Learn 

English As A Second Language, There Have Been Studies Into Native Male Speakers Of English Learning Some 

Other Language As A Second Language. In Many Countries Where English Is The Mother Tongue (L1) 

Educationalists Experience Many Challenges Motivating Male Learners To Learn A Second Language (L2) Such 

As French Or German. They Seem To Be Experiencing A Similar Problem As In Malaysia; Few Male Learners 

Are Interested In Studying L2 And Many Male Learners Drop The Subject When They Are Able To. Kissau And 

Salas (2013) Approached This Topic Of How To Motivate Male L2 Learners By Exploring What Motivated Four 

Boys Studying French At An Advanced Level. Their Analysis Identified Six Aspects: Interaction In The L2, 

Variety Of Instruction, Technology, Outline Of Objectives, Encouragement, And The Student-Teacher 

Relationship. These Learners Recalled Better When They Realised, They Could Use The Language For A Real 

Conversation As A Significant Step In Motivating Them To Learn The Language. Conversation In The Class And 

Learning The Language By Using It, Was Mentioned By The Boys As One Of The Significant Aspects They 

Enjoyed About Their Class. The Teacher Of These Boys Used A Wide Variety Of Methods To Teach Language 

Including Puppets, Games, Music, Movies, Scavenger Hunts, Food, And Technology. The Boys Felt That The 

Variety Of Instructional Approaches Within Each Class Made Their Learning Enjoyable. Technology Was 

Particularly Appreciated; The Teacher Used Online Games, Social Media, Online Vocabulary Games And Web 

2.0 Tools. Another Factor The Students Appreciated Was The Way The Teacher Outlined Long-Term Goals Of 

The Course And Short-Term Objectives In Classes; The Students Liked Knowing What They Were Going To 

Learn And Seeing That They Had Learned It Afterwards. The Boys Mentioned The Encouragement To Study 

That They Had Received From Family And Friends, But They Also Mentioned The Encouragement That They 

Received From The Teacher As Being Significant. The Most Striking Conclusion Of This Study Was That The 

Student-Teacher Relationship Appeared To Be More Significant Than The Effective Teaching Strategies. The 

Boys Continually Referred To The Friendliness Of The Teacher, Someone Who Cared About Them, How She 

Knew About Their Lives, Her Enthusiasm. 



English Language Teaching To Malaysian Male Students 

6004 
 

 

This Teacher Made The Effort To Get To Know Her Students And Their Lives And Really Engaged With The 

Students In The Class, She Had Fun With The Students And Created A Relaxed Environment In The Class. She 

Knew Her Students Well And Personalised The Language Tasks In Class To Her Students / Tailored The 

Activities To The Lives Of Her Students The Study By Kissau And Salas (2013) Also Reinforces A Number Of 

Other Studies That Have Suggested Factors That Affect Male Motivation To Learn Languages. In Their Paper 

They Present A Very Succinct Summary Of These Factors. Based On Their Study And A Thorough Review Of 

The Literature On The Motivation Of Male Learners To Learn Languages Kissau And Salas (2013) Made Several 

Recommendations.  

• Teachers Need To Give Students A Variety Of Opportunities To Engage In Conversation And To 

Express Themselves In The Language 

• Course Goals And Lesson Goals Need To Be Made Clear So That Male Learners Know What They Are 

Supposed To Be Learning And So That They Can Gauge Their Progress.  

• There Should Be A Wide Variety Of Teaching Approaches With Frequent Use Of Technology 

Incorporating Social Media, Phones, And Web 2.0 Resources.  

• Boys Need To Receive Plenty Of Encouragement To Study From Their Teacher, Their Institution And 

Family And Friends If Possible.  

• Teachers Need To Work On Developing A Close Student-Teacher Relationship Getting To Know Their 

Students And Drawing On This In The Activities Of The Classroom. Teachers Also Need To Help 

Students Get To Know Them So That Students Can See Them More As Adult Friends.  

• A Relaxed And Fun Learning Atmosphere Needs To Be Created.  

In Considering How To Adapt Teaching To Engage Male Learners Another Useful Perspective Is To Look At 

The Different Ways In Which Male And Female Learners Are Motivated. As Part Of A Wider Study Into Learning 

A Foreign Language Williams Et. Al. (2002) Found That Girls Had A Greater Integrative Orientation – That Is 

They Were Intrinsically Motivated To Learn The Language Just For The Sake Of Being Able To Speak It And 

Be Part Of The Community Of Speakers. Whereas The Boys Needed The Work To Be Enjoyable If They Were 

Going To Do It. Motivational Theory Distinguishes Between Intrinsic And Extrinsic Motivation. Extrinsic 

Motivation Is Doing Something Because Of Some Reward The Person Gets For Doing The Task Such As Money, 

Marks, Or Praise. Intrinsic Motivation Is Motivation From Doing The Task. The Intrinsically Motivated Person 

Gets Motivation From The Enjoyment Of Doing The Task Or Completing The Task. A Study By Kissau (2008) 

Compared The Motivation Of Boys And Girls For Studying French As A Second Language. This Study Found 

That Girls Were Significantly More Intrinsically Motivated Than Boys. The Author Points Out That Although 

Teachers Can Provide Extrinsic Motivation To Boys In The Form Of Rewards Etc, This Will Not Help The Boys 

Develop Intrinsic Motivation And Could Cause The Boys To Stop Learning When There Is No Longer Any 

Extrinsic Motivation. Instead The Author Suggests Trying To Develop Intrinsic Motivation By Making The Study 

Materials More Interesting And By Helping Males Set Short Term Goals Which They Can Later See That They 

Have Achieved. 

 

Adapting Teaching 

 In Considering How To Adapt Teaching To Engage Male Learners An Excellent Example Is The Score In French 

Project Described By Mccall (2011). This Is A Project To Use Football As The Means To Motivate Boys In 

England To Learn French As A Foreign Language While At The Same Time Trying To Avoid Putting Off Girls 

Who Might Not Be So Interested In Football.  

In That Cultural Setting (And Likely In Other Settings) Sport Is Deemed To Be A Key Attribute Of Masculine 

Identity With Football Seen To Be Associated With Popular Adolescent Males. Considering The Growing Divide 

In Foreign Language Ability Between Socio-Economic Groups Football Was Also Chosen As Something That Is 

Popular With All Socio-Economic Groups.  
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Score In French Consisted Of A Set Of Resources For Teachers To Use To Teach French Using The Theme Of 

Football. At The End Of The Project An Inter-School French And Football 12 Tournament Was Arranged In 

Which The Referees Used French And Teams Were Only Allowed To Speak French On The Football Pitch.  

 

Based On Previous Research On Motivation Of Male Language Learners The Authors Of This Project Excluded 

Transactional Language Connected With Football Such As Buying Tickets Or Asking About Transport To A 

Stadium. Instead The Materials Focused On Making The Learning Itself Enjoyable Through Games And Puzzles. 

Their Review Of The Literature On Motivating Boys Showed That Competitive Activities Are Popular And Many 

Of These Activities Fitted Into That Category. Based On The Idea That To Learn A Foreign Language The Student 

Needs To Have Positive Feelings Towards The Culture And Speakers Of The Language, The Materials Sought 

To Expand The Students' Views Of The French Speaking World By Including Information About Footballers 

Throughout The French Speaking World.  

 

This Project Did Not Focus On Boys To The Exclusion Of Girls. Although Football Was The Theme The Contents 

Were Designed So That There Was Plenty Of Material Of Interest To Those Not Interested In Football Such As 

Footballer's Wives, Women Football Players, And Topics Of Food And Drink Included Through Information On 

Footballers' Diets. The Results Showed That This Was An Effective Way Of Making Learning A Second 

Language More Interesting For Boys With 77% Of Boys Saying It Was More Fun With The Football Theme And 

62% Saying It Was More Interesting. A Paper About The Similarities Between Playing World Of Warcraft And 

Content And Language Integrated Learning (Sylven And Sundquvist, 2012) Gives The Example Of A 13 Swedish 

Boys Who Became Fluent In English By The Age Of Fifteen Through Watching English Speaking Tv Shows, 

Video Games And Interacting Online With Native Speakers While Playing Games. The Author Suggests That 

Emphasise Massively Multiplayer, Online, Role-Playing Games (Mmorpg), Of Which World Of Warcraft Is An 

Example, Have Three Factors In Common With Clil That Make Language Learning Effective: Immersion, 

Authenticity, And Motivation. Mmorpg Immerse The Player In A Virtual World Where English Is Spoken, 

Secondly, In Playing Mmorpg Games The Players Are Not Creating An Artificial English Learning Environment, 

They Are Using English For Real Purposes. Thirdly, The Player Must Use English Well In Order To Participate 

And The Better The English The More The Player Can Participate So It Is Also An Environment That Provides 

A Lot Of Intrinsic Motivation To Learning English.  

 

An Obvious Question Which Comes To Mind Is “Why Not Form All-Boy Classes In Order To Cater To Their 

Learning Preferences?” Piechura-Couture K, Heins E & Tichenor M 2011 Studied Whether Single Gender Classes 

Could Reduce The Over-Representation Of Boys In Special-Education. The Boys In The Single-Gender Classes 

Examined In This Study Showed Improved Behaviour And Improved Classroom Participation. While Single-

Gender Classes May Not Be Practically Possible In All Situations, And May Have Additional Disadvantages, It 

Does Seem To Be An Effective Way To Engage Male Learners. 

 

Practical Approaches To Teaching Male Learners  

Based On The Studies Examined In This Paper It Is Possible To Outline Some Suggested Approaches To Teaching 

Male Learners That Are Likely To Be Effective. The Lack Of Literature  On Motivation Of Malaysian Language 

Learners To Learn English Prevents More Detailed Recommendations For The Malaysian Context.  

Based On Learning Preferences, The Teaching Should Contain Tasks Which Include Tactile Features -Moving, 

And Touching Things. Teaching Materials Should Include Plenty Of Visual Explanation And Approaches Should 

Enable Plenty Of Group Learning. From Studies On Motivating Male Second Language Learners We Can See 

That Teachers Should Set Clear Goals For The Course And Each Class And Help Their Male Learners See What 
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They Have Learnt. There Should Also Be A Variety Of Opportunities For Male Learners To Use The Language 

For Some Sort Of Real Purpose Of Immediate Relevance To Their Lives. Technology Should Be Used In The 

Class And The Teacher Needs To Establish A Relaxed And Fun Learning Environment. How Would This Look 

Like In Practice? We Will Suggest A Few Ways In Which This Could Be Applied To Classes.  

Messing About With Languages 

Male Learners Seem Enjoy Having Fun And Playing Around, We Could Let Our Male Learners Play Around 

With Language. If We Take The Focus Off Immediate Accuracy And Put It More On Experimenting That 

Continually Uses An Ever-Wider Range Of Language Eventually Becoming More Accurate.  

Grammar  

In Teaching Grammatical Structures, We Could Use Cusinaire Rods And Cut Up Words For Students To Move 

About And Arrange Into Structures Appealing To Their Preference For Visual And Kinesthetic Learning. We 

Could Incorporate More Team Competitions To Solve Grammar Puzzles And Involve More Movement In The 

Classroom. Since Male Students Are Not Intrinsic Learners, They Are Not Interested In Learning The Grammar 

For The Sake Of Understanding It So We Can Focus On Competitions That Appeal To Their Extrinsic 

Motivations. Students Could Be Encouraged To Play Around With Grammar By Giving Them Sets Of Words To 

Make Into Sentences. A Focus On Accuracy Could Be Promoted By Appointing Some Students As “Grammar 

Inspectors” Who Would Be Given A Few Grammar Rules To Check Using A Checklist.  

 

Receptive Skills – Reading And Speaking  

Since Male Learners Will Not Be Focused On Reading And Listening Because The Intrinsic Satisfaction From 

Enjoying The Language, We Need To Make The Reading And Listening Appealing In Other Ways. Reading And 

Listening Texts Could Contain Content That Would Enable The Learners To Do Something – Solve A Problem, 

Learn A Skill Etc. The Texts Could Be Based On Information That The Male Learner Wants To Know Or Needs 

To Know. For Example, At A Low Level A Story Could Contain Clues For The Students Acting As Detectives 

To Solve A Crime. The Male Learners Would Then Be Reading For A Purpose – To Get Information They Want. 

This Could Also Be Connected To A Project Or Group Activity Where They Produce Something Of Real Value, 

Such As A Model Or Internet Guide.   

Writing  

Writing Could Be Made More Appealing To Male Learners By Having A Real Purpose That Appeals To The 

Male Learner. Writing Across A Period Of Time Could All Be Part Of A Project To Produce A Guide, Leaflet Or 

Website For A Real Audience. Students Could Be Allowed The Freedom To Mess About With Language And 

Writing By Changing A Piece Of Writing 16 Creatively. For Example, Given A Standard Narrative Text They 

Could Change The Characters To Super-Heroes And Change What The Characters Do And Say. Working As A 

Group On This Task, And With Competition With Other Groups To Produce The Funniest Story The Students 

Are Likely To Have A Lot Of Fun And Learn From Their Experimentation. This Could Even Be Done At A Very 

Basic Level Of Proficiency By Providing The Learner With A Set Of Words That They Could Substitute Into The 

Text.  

 

Speaking  

Male Students Could Be Given The Freedom To Mess Around With Language By Creating Their Own Dialogues. 

Rather Than Focusing On A 'Right Way' To Carry Out A Communicative Exchange The Students Could Be 

Encouraged To Create Unusual Or Funny Exchanges. This Could Be Done By Giving Them Contexts Appealing 

To Their Interests. For Example, If The Target Task Was Ordering Food It Could Be Set In The Context Of Aliens 

Or Monsters Ordering Food. Or Some Very Badly Behaved Boys Ordering Food. Accuracy Could Be Focused 

On By Getting The Students To Write The Dialogue Which Could Then Be Checked By The Teacher, Or With 
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Peer Checking Using A Checklist With A Few Areas Of Focus. The Students' Dialogue Could Then Be Compared 

With A Scripted Dialogue From A Textbook And The Students Could Identify Similar Phrases And Differences. 

Alternatively, The Students Could Take A Script And Adjust It To Make It More Fun By Changing The Context 

And / Or Characters. To Appeal The Male Desire To Do Things Of Real Relevance To Their Lives Dialogues 

Could Be All Part Of A Project To Perform A Play Or Acted Out And Videoed As A Mini-Film.  

Projects, Games, Online Community  

Male Learners Seem To Enjoy Games, It Might Be Possible With Creativity To Make A Whole English Course 

Could In Some Way Be Turned Into An Elaborate Game Where Each Class Is A Stage In The Game. With The 

Male Interest In Technological Tools And With The Ease With Which People Can Communicate Across The 

World There Seems To Be A Lot Of Potential In Projects Involving Communication With Students In Other 

Countries Where The Only Common Language Between The Countries Is English. This Would Provide A Very 

'Real' Context For Using Language And Move The Focus Onto Communicative Effectiveness Rather Than 

Abstract Tasks.  

 

Conclusion  

There Is Clearly A Lot More That We Need To Find Out About The Different Preferences Between Male And 

Female Learners And How To Motivate Them. Looking At Malaysia, There Is A Considerable Gap In Knowledge 

About How Male And Female Learners View The English Language And What Motivates Them To Learn English 

And What De Motivates Them. Research Into These Areas Would Provide Some Valuable And Interesting 

Information.  

Although There Is A Lack Of Studies On The Learning Of English In Malaysia, There Is Much That Can Be 

Learned From The Studies On Second Language Learning In Other Contexts. The Findings From Such Studies 

Are Worth Trying In The Malaysian Context. 

There Is Much Debate About The Differences Between Male And Female Learners And The Best Ways To Teach 

Them. The Best Way To Help Learners, Whether Male Or Female Would Be To Try Out Varieties Of Approaches 

And Materials. Creativity In Teaching In This Way Is Likely To Benefit Everyone. The Only Way To Really 

Know What Works And What Is Preferred Is To Try Various Approaches And Then Find Out How The Learners 

Perceive The Approach And How Much It Helps Them Learn.  

Finally, It Is Worth Coming Back To The Findings By Kissau And Salas (2003) That The Relationship The 

Teacher Creates With The Students May Be More Important Than The Teaching Approaches. Teachers Should 

Avoid Getting So Focused On Approaches That They Lose Sight Of Building Good Relationships With The 

Students And A Positive Learning Environment. 
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