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Abstract

Land access is crucial to the well-being of the poorest. The land is a precious asset for the rural
and urban poor; it is required for economic activity, poverty reduction, sustainable development, and
household well-being. It is also associated with identity, particularly for tribal communities. Land access
refers to the ability to utilise, administer, transfer, benefit from resources, and with people's ability to
obtain a living in consideration. However, inaccessibility is an inequality limiting people's and
households' capacity to connect a livelihood. It is uncertain if the land issue is still relevant and active
today and whether it is a legitimate grievance in the Assam of India. Thus, the land is at the heart of many
concerns in the Bodoland Territorial Region of Assam and an efficient means of communication among
its residents, particularly tribal peoples. On the other hand, equal land access will help the least fortunate
and is expected to relieve pressure from land area induced dearth. The research focused on the
opportunities for tribal people to access and utilise land, discriminating persons who are completely
landless or have limited, insufficient, and insecure access to land and for who land access is important for
life or livelihood. It aims to identify land issues and linkages that cause tribes in the region to be
concerned, as well as to discuss and offer recommendations on actions and land complexity. The study
depicted the majority of the important processes that culminated in tribals' uneasiness and discontent over
land. In contrast, it examines the impacts of policy and programmatic activities on the processes and
incentives for tribal groups in the region to access land and land concerns that are inextricably linked to
the contentious definition.

Keywords: Land Access, Livelihoods, Landless, Tribes, Ability to use secure land

1. Introduction

The land is a combination of harmonious and dynamic relationships, possessions and creations.
Throughout tribal history, the link between land and its potential has been essential. The frantic
uncertainty of land possession and land-related issues that ostensibly appear to be our everyday life
becomes analogous to our inheritance's conundrum. In the absence of protected land equities, bizarre
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communities are continuously endangered. The terrain has a subtle intricacy as well. Though access to
land is granted indefinitely for certain groups, unequal access has an impact on individuals. The primary
causes continue to be insufficient land access or unfavourable conditions. There are unprecedented
opportunities to rethink land access structure, legislation, and practice to enhance and preserve
disadvantaged peoples' access to rural land. Thus, land access is usually defined as the processes that
allow individuals or groups to occupy and utilise the land.

The relationship between land and its potential has been highly significant throughout tribal
history. The related to land access has provided such groups with the opportunity to use secure land.
However, inequitable access impacts people's lives, including shelter, food, water, and employment.
Wickeri and Kalhan (2010) are access to land is critical for economic growth and poverty alleviation.
Nonetheless, access to a wide variety is frequently necessary. The land is underutilised and exploited in
less developed countries in terms of sustainability. Inefficient land access or unfair access terms continue
to be a significant source of hunger, and unfulfilled land demands may be a source of political instability
(De Janvry et al., 2001; Cotula et al., 2006). Thus, reflect land access is usually defined as the processes
that allow individuals or organisations to occupy and utilise land (Quan, 2006).

Land availability and the ability to use it efficiently are critical to the well-being of the world's
impoverished. The land is a crucial resource for the rural and urban poor and household well-being
(Alden Wily, 2003). Similarly, the understanding idea of 'land access' relates to the capacity to access
land and concerns a wide range of rights. Access to land is critical for long-term sustainability and
poverty alleviation. Although it is not the sole way out of poverty, there is enough data to suggest that it
successfully helps rural households to generate better incomes through grain sales and money saved. The
family feeds itself near the land. Individuals in both urban and rural locations rely on suitable land regions
for shelter and access to supplies. The land is also associated with identity, particularly for indigenous
people. Raihan, Fatehin, and Haque (2009), land acquiescence refers to the capacity to utilise lands and
other natural resources, manage the resources, transmit the rights to the land, and take advantage of other
advantages. In their focus on livelihood, Geiser et al. (2011) influence people's ability to secure a
livelihood. However, inaccessibility or lack of access is an inequality that limits people's and households'
capacity to earn a livelihood.

Access to land is fundamental and has become a critical issue in providing secure and sustainable
access to land for all those who need it, particularly the poor (Network, 2008). It is common for the rural
poor to rely on custom. Customary land rights, for example, are frequently established in native societies
through the means through which community leaders' award land rights to members of the group. Such
access rights may have their origins in long-term land usage. Land redistribution programmes are
included in the land reform policies to provide access to land to the rural poor while boosting agricultural
efficiency and growth (FAO, 2002). The land rises in value to become one of the most precious
possessions (Arua & Eka, 2002). Understandably, people be devoted to their own land and tribe. Land
concerns differ from one location to another. It is, in fact, similar in every place where Francisco (1974)
asserts that "land is still an issue." Land concerns cover many issues, including population pressures and
migratory patterns, returns of refugees and displaced persons, land-use disputes, historic land claims, and
challenges to local authorities. To what extent existing programmes engage land as a part of civil strife,
there is a need to analyse land issues and examine how access to, use of, and management of land is a risk
factor for future violence within each province or district (Huggins, 2010).

India has the greatest number of rural poor and landless families in the world. Although landlessness is
the most important indicator of rural poverty, central authorities have mostly ignored redistributive land
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policies until recently (Hanstad et al., 2008). The land is inherited in rural India. Many indigenous peoples
in Bodoland have homes and own some land, but their assets are so restricted or unproductive that they
cannot get a higher value from their land activities. Land difficulties in the region have been highlighted
as a lengthy tragedy for tribal peoples and non-tribal cultures, with the majority experiencing uneven
access to land. It also disregards a long-established entitlement to utilise the property. Doubting key
members of indigenous communities' more equitable access to land and the benefit of gaining land rights
has consequences.

Land concerns provide substantial obstacles and have been identified as one of India's primary
sources of unrest, instability, anarchy, or controversies. It asserted that tribal identity might be rooted in a
relationship with the land. The tribal groups of people cannot protect themselves unless they maintain
control over the land. Throughout India's post-independence history, vast swaths of land have been
handed to numerous non-tribal settlers, who have ceded control of community assets and land instead of
tribal communities. As a result, the number of tribals has dropped in several places. As in the case of
Assam, the Bodoland Territorial Region has played a significant role as a phenomenon. There is growing
anxiety among tribals around the region, who now perceive an increased percentage of land rights
problems in most areas.

2. Literature Review

Gilbert (2013) has garnered considerable attention as a land rights issue, Wickeri and Kalhan
(2010) the land is a bridging problem. Access to land, Bandeira and Sumpsi (2009) collective action in
rural land distribution, and Eagle (2014) usage control all impact the legal system about access to land for
specific groups. It's appealing to utilise regulatory land to advance the public good. Bandeira and Sumpsi
(2011), the lack of consensus on the social repercussions of land ownership rights has prompted a heated
debate about 'rural poverty and access to land in developing nations.' De Janvry et al. (2001), one of the
key causes of hunger and unfulfilled land needs is a lack of access to land or unfavourable access to land.
Kelly et al. (2013) associate growing tribal ability and power with access to land rights, and Clarkson and
Murphy (2016) believe tribes and individuals in exchange for a proposed tribal status.

Cotula et al. (2006), the land is a crucial asset that must be strengthened and safeguarded to
ensure disadvantaged people's access to rural land; the Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030) also
expertly emphasises rurality. Land access is quite frequent. Quan (2006) saw the possibility to occupy and
utilise the land. Tribes, Geiser et al. (2011), are very interested in relying on land-based resources for a
living. FAO (2002), land access is typically required for sustainable rural livelihoods. It emphasises the
importance of policies that facilitate access to land for all sections, Network (2008) sustainable access to
land for all, underprivileged, and Zarin & Bujang (1994) land for the benefit of landless people. Raihan et
al. (2009) refer to the capacity to utilise lands as access to land, Rutten et al. (2010) valuable locations,
and Melis et al. (2006), "Land is to govern." ANGOC (2009) gained access to the property since it is
Mannan's (2001) status symbol, wanting to provide seized land to the landless.

Rao (2017), land has always been the most important asset for tribals, with identification,
existence, and survival intimately tied to it. Mearns (1999) presents an overarching foundation for feasible
attempts to improve rural impoverished India's access to land to reduce inequality through rural
development. Tribals face numerous challenges, Behera and Singh (2014). Pimple and Sethi (2005),
agriculture employs 70 per cent of the population. The land is a source of subsistence and a way of life,
but to Mearns and Sinha (1998), having access to land is essential for increasing poor rural access.
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3. Brief Profile of the Study Area

The Bodoland Territorial Region has become an autonomous or self-governing region in Assam,
India's northeast. Bodoland Territorial Region comprises four districts: Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa, and
Udalguri (BTR). The territory under the authority of the Bodoland Territorial Region is known as the
Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) (Brahma, 2018). It is an administrative unit formed under the
Indian Constitution's Sixth Schedule. Earlier to the Bodoland Territorial Region, it was known as the
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The BTC was established under the terms of a peace treaty signed
on February 10, 2003. As a result, its autonomy was further extended by signing a new peace treaty on
January 27, 2020, including the Government of India and the Government of Assam on one side. On the
one hand, the agreement includes all four factions of the National Democratic Front of Bodoland, the All
Bodo Students' Union, and the United Bodo People's Organisation.

The Bodoland Territorial Region is mainly located on the north bank of the great Brahmaputra
River, close below the Arunachal Pradesh foothills and the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan. The boundary
is shared in the south with parts of the Assam districts of Dhubri, Bongaigaon, Barpeta, Nalbari, Kamrup,
Darrang, and Sonitpur. Assam's Sonitpur district's Panchnoi River to the east, while to the west is the
Sankoch River and adjacent West Bengal.

The proposed geographic region of the BTR is 8,795 sq. km. The four districts of the BTR
geographical boundaries are located within 26°7'12" N to 26°47'50" N latitude and 89°47'40" E to
92018'30" E longitude north-western part, including its Assam. The district-wise location as The
Kokrajhar district acts as a doorway to India's north-eastern region. Roads, rails, and the airway also get
ready with little assistance (air transport started in 2021) to seven sister states that pass through this area
on their route to other northeast states. The district is located between the longitudes of 89.46" E, and
90.38' E and the latitudes of 26.19" N and 26.54" N. Chirang district is located in the lower Brahmaputra
valley. The district is situated between the longitudes of 26°28' N and 26°54' N, and latitudes of 89°42' E
and 90°06' E. Baksa is at 23°11" N latitude and 88°55' E longitude, whereas Udalguri is between 26°462
and 26°77' N latitude and 92°082 and 95°15' E longitude.

BTAD has a population of 31,51,047 people, with 16,00,712 men and 15,50,335 females,
according to the 2011 census. Meanwhile, 30,10,953 people live in rural regions, while 1,40,094 live in
cities. Table 1.1 shows the details of the district-level population demographics in four separate BTAD
districts.

Table 1.1: District-wise population in four distinct BTAD districts, 2011

Districts | Persons Male Female Rural Urban | All Total (%)
Kokrajhar | 887142 452905 | 434237 832201 | 54750 28
Chirang 482162 244860 | 237302 446825 | 35337 15
Baksa 950075 481330 | 468745 937833 | 12242 30
Udalguri | 831668 421617 | 410051 794094 | 37574 27
Total 3151047 | 1600712 | 1550335 | 3010953 | 140094 100
Source: Provisional Population Census of 2011, Bodoland.

The scheduled tribe community accounts for the vast bulk of the BTAD population. The tribal
people of the region is mainly made up of Bodos, Rabhas and a small number of Garos, with the Bodos
accounting for around 90% of the total. The Bodoland's Garo and Rabha people claim one of the region's
three tribal tribes among the Bodos.
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Rabha and Garo people live in nearly all four districts of BTR. The total ST population of the
BTAD is 10,55,731 persons, according to the 2011 census, with 5,28,036 men and 5,27,699 females.
Table 1.2 will display the total Scheduled Tribe population of four separate districts, percentages within
each section, and the fraction of BTAD.
Table 1.2: Total Schedule Tribes Population of BTC in four Districts, 2011

Districts ST Population

Total ST population All Total (%) Male Female
Kokrajhar 278665 3141 139579 139086
Chirang 178688 37.05 89273 89415
Baksa 33107 34.84 165634 165373
Udalguri 267372 32.14 133550 133822
Sources: Population Census 2011 (India), Assam

4. Objectives of the Study

The key objectives of the research study are as follows:

1. To study the relationship of land and tribal in the Assam and particularly Bodoland Territorial
Region;

2. To study land access issues that affect the land tie of the varied interest of tribals;

3. To investigate how land have contributed to livelihoods of tribals in the Bodoland Territorial
Region;

4. To review and makes reasonable recommendations associated with tribal land access and
livelihoods;

5. Need and Importance of the Research

Several poor households refusing access to land can have severe implications for people,
communities, and whole countries. Several of the difficulties viewed as collisions among various cultures
are, in reality, land confrontation and associated resources. The study aims to reveal the intricacies of
tribal land issues' causes to develop appropriate coping strategies for such conflicts. Keep in mind that no
systematic research has been performed in this area thus far, making it all the more significant. In
addition, the analysis allows for the creation of foresight regarding both land and tribe fundamental
values.

6. Scope of the Research

Land access difficulties are a problem in tribal territories. These concerns have frequently masked
the rising erosion of tribal land rights, leading to conflict between tribal and non-tribal populations. From
all perspectives, the research analysis has a wide range to comprehend. It also ensures humans that land
concerns are not limited to our immediate family members but are considerably more widespread than we
realise.

7. Research Approach and Methodology

The research approach is both exploratory and analytical. As a result, the study used primary and
secondary sources. The core data for this study will be provided through an in-depth participant interview,
questionnaire, and field analysis in the study region. During the inquiry process, the published works of
notable thinkers will also be studied as secondary sources.
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The study employed a hybrid approach to data collecting. Given the complexity of the topic, a
guestionnaire, both structured and semi-structured, was created to collect quantitative data. Qualitative
information and data were gathered through methodologies such as focus group talks, participant
observation, interviews, and so on. It has assisted in getting in the proper direction for collecting reliable
info facts.

As demonstrated, a sample is a subset of a greater whole. Sampling saves time, energy, and hence
resources. It allows for a greater concentration on high-quality knowledge about a restricted number of
points by decreasing the number of instances involved. The plain, the Bodoland Territorial Region, has a
distinct geographical character that requires careful study. The current study employed a multi-stage
random sample of respondents. Respondents were chosen from the villages' tribes peoples when gathering
data sources for sampling in the fourth stage. The stage is depicted in Figure 1.1 of the following:

MModel of Sampling MMethod of Data Collection Stage

Bodoland Territorial Region

Stage / Four \ Respondents

Figure: 1.1

There are 3,066 villages in four districts: 1,068 in Kokrajhar, 508 in Chirang, 690 in Baksa, and
800 in Udalguri. The data would be collected from a sample of 20 villages chosen at random from the
four districts to cover 400 respondent families, with 5 villages selected at random from each district. It
would be gathered 20 respondent families from each randomly selected village, for a total of 5 x 20 = 100
(Villages x Respondents families = Total) from one district. This research sample's randomly selected
respondents will solely correlate to tribal peoples. As the study required participants from both tribes'
homes, an intentional sample of villages was carried out to include the Bodo and Non-Bodo tribal
communities.

8. The Questionnaire Design

It produced the following research questionnaire for the research study, which will guide research
inquiry or investigation. The questionnaire was designed with the research study objectives in mind and
divided into various components, which are divided into six sections as follows: Part-l: The personal
background information of the respondents or participants; Part-11: The exploring meaning of land; Part-
I11: The tribal land rights issues; Part-1V: Land access issues impacting tribal land ties; Part-V: The tribal
landless and livelihoods; Part-VI: The Compensation and Rehabilitation of tribal land.

9. Data Collection Techniques of Research Periods
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The following diagram depicts knowledge of research methods for the primary approaches
utilised in data collecting. Cover all of the planned research field study combinations of 10 (Ten) sub-
divisions of four districts of the Bodoland Territorial Region of Assam, India, while collecting primary
data from respondents. To ensure data accuracy, data was obtained manually following the criteria.

Other data collection techniques have also been investigated, such as government reports,
documents, district-official records, and other related national and state government publications- such as
publications and reports of India such as the Annual Report and Year-End Review of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Annual Report of the Department of Commerce and Economic Survey of India, Census
Report of the Government of India. Several Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs), Accords, and
Agreements between the Government of India, Northeast India, and Assam are employed for data
collection and analysis.

A survey of diverse data and information sources was conducted to investigate the research study
or need from multiple sources. It analyses resources from books, published journals, international and
national seminar papers, periodicals, newspapers, occasional papers and lectures, working papers,
discussion papers, and internet sources.

10. Application of Theory of Research Study

This theoretical framework for the study is founded on two theories: The Theory of Land Tenure
and the second is the Theory of Property Rights. Land tenure refers to the conditions under which persons
maintain and use land, a "bundle of rights and responsibilities” that control how "land is held, used,
transferred, and succeeded.” "The relationship, whether legally or customarily defined, among people, as
individuals or groups, with respect to land", also Apparently "Land tenure can be determine as the mode
by which land is held or owned, or the set of relationships among people concerning the use of land and
its product” (Schickele, 1952; La Croix, 2002; Network, 2008; Payne, 1997). As a result, land tenure
assurance is now viewed as a multidimensional notion, with the conveyance of land indicating the highest
level of safety (Brasselle et al., 2002).
In another sense, tenure reflects direct linkages between people and land and ties that include individuals
and groups of people via transactions with land and other natural resources. The basic principles of land
tenure govern how property rights are exercised — "use, control, and transfer" are to be assigned within
communities and are frequently regulated by statute or customary law. Each can have a different impact
on land tenure (Kasimbazi, 2017). Land tenure should be viewed first and foremost as a social
relationship regulated by a complex set of rules that govern land usage and ownership (Payne & Durand-
Lasserve, 2012). As shown by Fouries (2000), Land tenure focuses on the rights of people or
organisations concerning the land. Krajisnik (2011) contends that tenure may be impacted in various
ways, all of which are reliant on the legal and constitutional frameworks in existence. Doebele (1983),
land tenure or the right to use land is connected to legal concepts. It is thought that guaranteeing the land
rights of the impoverished masses in rural areas, who rely on land as their primary source of income, will
assist (World Bank, 2003).

Property is a person's neediness. When Plato and Aristotle discussed the role of property in social
organisation, nearly every political scientist focused on the social component of property by defining it
(Kanatli, 2020). The idea of "property rights™ describes how decision rights are given based on the worth
of "intangible assets" (Mumdziev & Windsperger, 2011). Donnelly (2012), the land is sometimes referred
to as "real property,” and the individual right to a property generally enhances access to, use of, and
control over land (UN-OHCHR, 2015).
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Aristotle (384 BC-322 BC) discusses property throughout the Politics and in other works, most
notably the "Rhetoric™ and "Nicomachean Ethics." These problems were centred on land. Aristotle draws
essential distinctions between land and other property (assets) (Newman, 1887; Miller, 1986). The Magna
Carta (1215) was endorsed and confirmed, stating "no freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, or disseised of
his Freehold...but by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the Law of the Land." Furthermore, it is an
unavoidable fact that "no person shall be... deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of
law" (Joseph, 2001). Pejovich (1982) stated of Karl Marx, "Marx was the first social scientist to have a
theory of property rights," Marx's property philosophy developed the interpellation. Agrawal and Ostrom
(2001) Property rights are continuously being contested. Right holders' capacity to exercise their rights
efficiently is hampered by contestation.

Property stems from the "right to self-preservation," a crucial component of the world (Willinsky,
2007). The property was defined considerably more broadly in the eighteenth century than it is in current
parlance. Individuals' lives and rights are covered in John Locke's definition (Laslett, 1965). Individuals
can acquire and own land and other resources because Locke discovered property rights. The lack of
formal property rights is a severe impediment to the poor (Feder et al., 1988), because legal property
rights are endogenous (Galiani & Schargrodsky, 2010), a lack of property rights impedes transition and
acquiring more extensive land rights (De Soto, 2000). In terms of land's significance, descriptions will
aggressively clarify how property rights should be enforced.

The land is used for various purposes; land and property rights have a significant impact on
people's lives and livelihoods. "These rights pertain to the rules that govern who can do what with what
resources and assets, for how long, and under what conditions" (FAO, 2010). The question of what role
tribals should have in ensuring that property rights and choices are properly formed is recurring. And
what type of property rights must be established for indigenous groups to have secure and effective access
to land?

11. Conceptual Study of Tribes, Land and Land Access

11.1 Tribes People: The tribes of India, their identities and names, have always piqued interest.
Before the colonial period, tribes were referred to as "a kind of people," with ‘Jana’ instead of 'Jati' falling
outside of Verna's hierarchy. The tribes were not seen as unequal or discriminatory. They were usually a
component of the land's political process, in which authority was negotiated by armed forces between
local rulers and leaders (Roy Burman et al., 2004). They had accumulated enough strength by this time to
form their own kingdoms of identity. The Tribes are not a homogeneous collection of people; they exist in
a variety of ecological niches and places. They are also conceptually separated from the general
population. By retaining their particular laws and traditions and conservative campaigns, the "laws of the
land" have remained relevant to them for a long time. Even customary laws still function entirely, but
only in domestic affairs.

In general, the term "tribe" refers to a collectively united entity identified with an area that is not
shuffled in a confusing mass with others, the members of which consider tribes as politically autonomous.
Who lives per their own social, economic, and religious traditions and histories than those countries of
that people now comprise a part. However, government officials continue to use the word "tribe" and
refer to the most disadvantaged segments of society. As long as the government, non-government
organisations, and people utilise the tribal nomenclature, marginalisation, discrimination, and social and
economic abuse are likely to endure. The tribes were praised for being the land's original occupants and
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guardians. Morris and Pandey (2007) but in practical that no one does not have close relatives, who have
been deceived out of their property due to illegal annexation by the others.

11.2 Land: Since land is limited in quantity, immobile, and irreversible, it is required for all
human activity. It is unquestionably a public benefit in and of itself (Doebele, 1987), and land is the most
limited resource (Brewer, 1988). As a result, the land may be regarded as a tool for furthering human
growth or development (Zarin & Bujang, 1994), a fundamental and essential item. However, the concept
of land may be perceived from many perspectives, which might differ from civilization to society and
from person to person. The concept of land is complex, including diverse characteristics in each place of
the planet at any period in history. "When one loses their land, they lose not just their livelihood, but also
their identity." The land is essential to most rural lives, but it is also intimately tied to issues of
identification and authority. As a result, land ownership is a sustaining factor (Huggins, 2010). Even
though the land is the most important socially valued item, its unequal distribution maintains the
hierarchical structure. It enhances the favoured classes' dominance by maintaining inequality and
deprivation in various socioeconomic sectors (Mohanty, 2001).

11.3 Land Access Acuity: Land access is often defined as the methods by which people or
organizations gain the right and opportunity to hold and utilize the land on a conditional basis for
agricultural, physical, and social reasons (Quan, 2006). Land access refers to the ability to get access to
land. As an example of relevant and intuitive meaning:

Control Rights- the right to monitor the administration of a property is referred to as control
rights. Individuals should have the right to decide how can use the Land; Management Rights-
management rights include the right to control a land possession under the constraints set by the
interest; Right to Access - individuals have the freedom to gather competence under the right of access,
also known as material access rights; Right of the first Occupancy - historically, the right to the first
occupation is derived from the entry and placement of individuals in an uninhabited region; Right of
Clearance- the arrangement issued by the first occupant for cutting bush and consistently planting is
known as the right of clearing or clearance; Use Rights- there are the privileges to use the land for
farming, grazing, processing forestry resources, and so on. The right to utilize land is an inherent right of
land ownership, but it can also refer to the right to use and benefit from the immovable property as the
recipient has been the holder; Usufruct- right to reap all of the benefits derived from using something that
belongs to someone else, as long as the material is not damaged or harmed; Waste or Abuse-

theoretically, waste relates to the owner's right to alter the property's condition for the best or the worst,
though the most popular meaning is land abuse.

11.4 Tribes and Land in India: The tribes themselves agree that they are the tribal people.
However, the Indian state, which is predominantly non-tribal, instead of embracing a viewpoint that
would equate them with the tribes' peoples (Brahma, 2019). As a result, the term tribe has persisted,
representing the marginal and inferior position of most tribes. In all modernity and development
projects/strategies, the paradigm of prosperity in a post-independence India is regrettably less for tribal
peoples. That affects tribes' means of livelihood are regarded as unsustainable. The paradigm of
prosperity in a post-independence India is sadly less for tribal peoples in modernization and development
projects/strategies. This has an impact on tribes' ways of subsistence, which are deemed unsustainable.
The tribes, on the other hand, have never been silent on the issues, and there have been many tribal
uprisings that have symbolized the assertion of both tribal identity and tribal land rights in the face of
various forms of oppression. If the dominant mainstream refuses to see tribes as equal, tribal land and
livelihoods have been considered a threat to contemporary India's egalitarian process. Since the state has
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only had little success in bringing the tribes into line through affirmative action in India, the political
implications of tribal land have been essential.

The Indian Constitution appears to be a pioneer in the defence of tribal groups, particularly
property rights because the land was seen as vital for subsistence and prosperity and tribal identity.
Despite this precaution, the Scheduled Tribes are among the most vulnerable and weakest tribes in Indian
society (Wahi & Bhatia, 2018). The land is essential to tribal identity and fosters a sense of well-being. In
many civilizations, it is also a social status symbol. Because land is so necessary for their life, each tribe
has developed its own customs, or land management control systems, based on their common law
(Nongkynrih, 2008). India is unique in that it possesses a highly evolved minority rights defence
mechanism for its Scheduled Tribes, which is essentially antiquated owing to a lack of enforcement in
practise. The most vulnerable and marginalized tribes continue to rely on land rights to ensure a
protective legal and administrative system. The tribes and the land are important aspects of tribal identity
and legacy. The constructive protection of tribal and land an interest has advanced from the local to the
global level.

Obtaining Land in India without annexation is quite tricky (Morris & Pandey, 2007). The land is
the most critical asset and form of property in a tribal society. However, if it is not distributed fairly
among people of a given region or town, it might impact. In the same way, not everyone has access to
land. In reality, the distribution of landholdings across families is very asymmetric in most locations. In
India, the vast majority of tribal households own some land, generally in smallholdings. It implies that
disparities impact the vast majority of tribals. In most places, the distribution of landholdings among
families is very lopsided. The great majority of tribal households in India possess some land, usually on
smallholdings. It suggests that inequalities affect the great majority of tribals.

11,5 Land and Tribal in North-East India: Many of the British reforms had a significant
detrimental impact on the lowest levels of the Indian population in the Northeast states. The most visible
of them is the conversion of land into a commodity. Before the colonial administration and the feudal
system, the nominal proprietor was the king or local monarch, and taxes were collected on his behalf by
the village chief or head. The land became the lawful property of the landlord or tax collector during
British policy. In that sense, he had the authority to evict or remove people and acquire and sell land.
There was no right to eviction previously, and the tribute was proportional to the quantity produced.

Furthermore, a person may have purposefully migrated to another location if he believed the
system was oppressive in one region. Unfortunately, under the new British colonial land revenue system,
taxes were set so that peasants had to pay that amount regardless of productivity. Failure to pay resulted
in eviction from the property. The opportunity to transfer out was similarly restricted due to individual
ownership structures. As a result, individuals lost their land and were forced to work as indentured
servants. Tribals were the most vulnerable since their lands were progressively taken by dishonest
merchants who lent money to tribes at high-interest rates. When tribals were unable to pay, they took their
lands. Through land tax policy and convoluted exploitative bureaucratic methods, the British Colonial
administration, Mohanty (2001), made land alienable, particularly in tribal communities.

Even after the Indian states gained independence, their attitudes about tribes remained constant.
Many were taught the assimilation vs isolation doctrine, which argued that indigenous peoples should be
integrated into mainstream populations or preserved as "museum pieces." Indeed, there are many sorts of
tribal information available nowadays. To begin with, the information is only needed for administrative
purposes and the implementation of government-run programmes. However, it could only play a minor
role (Roy Burman et al., 2004; Brahma, 2019).
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The January 2020 Bodoland Territorial Region agreement prioritizes the Assam government's
provision of legislative safeguards for tribal land rights outside tribal belts and blocks. As little more than
a result, the Bodoland autonomy model is considerably less secure than the Nagaland arrangement, which
has extensive authority over "land and resources" under Article 371A of the Indian Constitution.
Essentially, the Bodoland independent policy has remained the same (Suan Hausing, 2020).

12. Conclusion

What responsibilities tribals play in assuring that secure land and decisions are genuinely
developed is a reoccurring concern. And what kind of processes must be created for tribal communities to
enable access to land to be secure and effective? It made on how to execute the best land policy and
legislation to ensure the long-term prosperity and stability of the Bodoland area. Legislation and actions
must take into account the many aspects of land rights and utilisation. To guarantee that tribal interests
and rights are meet and safeguard, tribal people (body) must participate in policy formation. The research
recognises the outcomes of laws and policies to strengthen tribal groups' occupancy stability and potential
policy adjustments needed to enhance tribal relations to the land and lessen land-based issues and
sustainable livelihoods.

Acknowledgement
This research study received no funding, either private or public.

Statements of Ethics and Conflict Interest

the Corresponding Authors, declare and undertake that scientific, ethical, and citation criteria
were followed in the work titled “A Study on Land Access Issues and Livelihoods of Tribal People in the
Context of Bodoland Territorial Region of Assam, India,” the Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative
Inquiry journal editorial board accepts no responsibility for any ethical breaches that may occur, that all
responsibility rests with the author/s, and that this work has not been submitted to any other academic
publication platform for review. This study has no conflicts of interest.

REFERENCES:

1. Agrawal, A., & Ostrom, E. (2001). Collective action, property rights, and decentralization in
resource use in India and Nepal. Politics & Society, 29(4), 485-514.

2. Alden Wily, L. (2003). Governance and land relations: a review of decentralisation of land
administration and management in Africa. London: International Institute for Environment and
Development.

3. ANGOC, I. (2009). Securing the right to Land—a CSO overview of access to land in asia.
Retrieved from http://www.angoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/06/securing-the-right-to-land-
an-overview-on-access-to-land-in-asia-2nd-edition/Foreword_SRL2.pdf

4. Brahma, A. (2018). Bodoland territorial council a sixth schedule area: A Mini
View. International Journal of Current Research, 10(7), 71469-71478.
doi:https://doi.org/10.24941/ijcr.31562.07.2018

5. Bandeira, P., & Sumpsi, J. M. (2011). Rural poverty and access to land in developing countries:
theory and evidence from Guatemala. Canadian Journal of Development Studies/Revue
canadienne d'études du développement, 32(2), 139-161.

6003



A Study on Land Access Issues and Livelihoods of Tribal Peoples in the Context of Bodoland Territorial

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Region of Assam, India

Behera, H. C., & Singh, A. P. (2014). Land Reforms and Record Management in Tribal Areas:
Pertaining Issues and Prospects. In M. C. Behera & J. Basar (Eds.), Resources, Tribes and
Development: Competing Interest and Contours of Possibilities (pp. 173-187). Jaipur, India:
Rawat.

Brasselle, A. S., Gaspart, F., & Platteau, J. P. (2002). Land tenure security and investment
incentives: puzzling evidence from Burkina Faso. Journal of Development Economics, 67(2),
373-418.

Brahma, A. (2019). Safeguarding the Rights of Indigenous peoples in India. IOSR Journal Of
Humanities And Social Science, 24(6), 1-26. doi:10.9790/0837-2406040126

Brahma, A. (2019). Problem of Land and Indigenous Peoples in the Northeastern States of
India. International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Modern Education, 5(1), 183-203.
Brewer, A. (1988). Cantillon and the land theory of value. History of Political Economy, 20(1), 1-
14.

Cotula, L., Toulmin, C., & Quan, J. (2006). Better land access for the rural poor: Lessons from
experience and challenges ahead. I1ED.

Clarkson, G., & Murphy, A. (2016). Tribal Leakage: How the Curse of Trust Land Impedes
Tribal Economic Self-Sustainability. JL Econ. & Pol'y, 12, 177.

Cotula, L., Toulmin, C., & Quan, J. (2006). Better land access for the rural poor: Lessons from
experience and challenges ahead. I1ED.

Eagle, S. J. (2014). The Perils of Regulatory Property in Land Use Regulation. Washburn LJ, 54,
1-56.

De Soto, H. (2000). The mystery of capital: why capitalism triumphs in the west and fails
everywhere else. New York: Basic Books.

De Janvry, A., Gordillo, G., Sadoulet, E., & Platteau, J. P. (2001). Access to land, rural poverty,
and public action. Oxford University Press.

Deobele, W. A. (1983). Concepts of urban land tenure. In H. B. Dunkerley (Ed.), Urban Policy:
Issues and Opportunities. Oxford University Press, Oxford.

Doebele, W. A. (1987). The evolution of concepts of urban land tenure in developing
countries. Habitat international, 11(1), 7-22.

Donnelly, G. J. (2012). Fundamentals of land ownership, land boundaries, and
surveying. Intergovernmental committee on surveying and mapping.

FAO. (2002). Land tenure and rural development. Rome, Italy: Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations. Retrieved June 1, 2021, from
http://pdf.wri.org/ref/fao_02_land_tenure.pdf

FAO. (2010). Land and property rights. Rome, Italy: Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations. Retrieved May 26, 2021, from http://www.fao.org/3/i1896e/i1896e.pdf

Feder, G., Onchan, T., Chalamwong, Y., & Hongladarom, C. (1988). Land policies and farm
productivity in thailand. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Fouries, C. (2000). Best practices analysis on access to land and secure tenure. UNCHS
Management Series, Number 8.

Francisco, W. P. (1974). Land is still the issue. Tulsa Law Review, 10(3), 340-361. Available at:
https://digitalcommons.law.utulsa.edu/tlr/vol10/iss3/3

Galiani, S., & Schargrodsky, E. (2010). Property rights for the poor: effects of land
titling. Journal of Public Economics, 94(9-10), 700-729.

6004



26.

217.

28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.
36.

37.
38.

39.

40.

41.

42.
43.

Ashok Brahma! & Dr. Jhanin Mushahary!

Geiser, U., Bottazzi, P., Epprecht, M., Fokou, G., Fritschi, A., Ramakumar, R. & Strasser, B.
(2011). Access to livelihood assets: inclusion, exclusion, and the reality of development
interventions. Research for sustainable development: Foundations, experiences, and perspectives,
313-330.

Gilbert, J. (2013). Land rights as human rights: the case for a specific right to land. SUR-Int'l J.
on Hum Rts, 18, 115-135.

Hanstad, T., Haque, T., & Nielsen, R. (2008). Improving land access for India's rural
poor. Economic and Political Weekly, 49-56.

Huggins, C. (2010). Land, power and identity. Roots of violent conflict in Eastern DRC.

Joseph, P. (2001, October). Property rights and environmental regulation. In Resource
Management Law Association Annual Conference (pp. 4-7).

Kasimbazi, E. (2017). Land Tenure and Rights for Improved Land Management and Sustainable
Development. In Global Land Outlook Working Paper.
https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2018-06/5.
Land%2BTenure%2Band%2BRights E Kasimbazi.pdf

Kanatli, M. (2020). The tension between private property, freedom and order in social contract
theories. (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved June 2, 2021, from
https://open.metu.edu.tr/bitstream/handle/11511/45130/index.pdf

Kelly, E. C., Bliss, J. C., & Gosnell, H. (2013). The Mazama returns: the politics and possibilities
of tribal land reacquisition. Journal of Political Ecology, 20(1), 429-443.

Krajisnik, M. (2011). Assessment of strategies for secure tenure, tenure policy and housing: as
means of advocating sustainable development in developing nations. Retrieved May 25, 2021,
from https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:450954/FULLTEXTOL1.pdf

La Croix, S. J. (2002). Land tenure: an introduction. East-West Center. Retrieved May 25, 2021,
from https://www.economics.hawaii.edu/research/workingp

apers/WP_02-13.pdf

Laslett, P. (1965). John Locke’s the second treatise of government. New York: Mentor.

Mannan, M. (2001). South Asia’s Experience in Land Reform: The Role of NGOs, the State and
Donors. Whose Land? Civil Society Perspectives on Land Reform and Rural Poverty Reduction,
81-102.

Mearns, R. (1999, May). Access to Land in Rural India: Policy Issues and Options. In World
Bank Policy Research Working Paper 2123. Retrieved May 1, 2021, from
http://econ.worldbank.org.

Mearns, R., & Sinha, S. (1998, September). Social Exclusion and Land Administration in Orissa,
India. In elibrary.worldbank.org. Retrieved April 28, 2021, from
https://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/dlc/bitstream/handle/10535/4471/Social_Exclusion_and_Land_Admin
istration.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Melis, D. M., Abeysuriya, M., & De Silva, N. (Eds.). (2006). Putting Land First?: Exploring the
Links Between Land and Poverty. Centre for Policy Analysis.

Pimple, M., & Sethi, M. (2005). Occupation of Land in India: Experiences and

Miller, F. (1986). Aristotle on property rights. Essays in Ancient Greek Philosophy 1V: Aristotle's
Ethics, ed. John P. Anton and Anthony Preus (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1991),
227-47.

6005



A Study on Land Access Issues and Livelihoods of Tribal Peoples in the Context of Bodoland Territorial

44

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

o4.

95.
56.

57.
58.
59.

60.

61.

Region of Assam, India

. Mumdziev, N., & Windsperger, J. (2011). The structure of decision rights in franchising
networks: a property rights perspective. Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, 35(3), 449-465.
Mohanty, B. B. (2001). Scheduled among Distribution Tribes and. Economic and Political
Weekly, 36(40), 3857-3868.
https://www.thehinducentre.com/multimedia/archive/02686/4411206 _2686577a.pdf

Morris, S., & Pandey, A. (2007). Towards reform of land acquisition framework in India.
Economic and Political Weekly, 42(22), 2083-2090.
http://vslir.iima.ac.in:8080/jspui/bitstream/11718/236/1/2007-05-04_Morris.pdf

Network, G. L. T. (2008). Secure land rights for all. Nairobi, UN-HABITAT. Retrieved May 25,
2021, from https://dlc.dlib.indiana.edu/dlc/bitstream/handle
/10535/6047/secure%20land%20rights.pdf?sequence=1

Newman, W. L. (1887). The politics of aristotle: introduction into the politics. 1887.-11. Prefatory
essays. Books | and Il, text and notes. 1887.-111. Two essays. Books IlI, IV, and V, text and notes.
1902.-1V. Essay on constitutions. Books VI-VIII, text and notes. 1902 (Vol. 1). Clarendon Press.
Payne, G. K. (1997). Urban land tenure and property rights in developing countries. Intermediate
Technology Publications.

Payne, G., & Durand-Lasserve, A. (2012). Holding on: security of tenure-types, policies,
practices and challenges. Research Paper Prepared for the Special Rapporteur on Adequate
Housing as a Aomponent of the Right to an Adequate Standard of Living, and on the Right to
Non-discrimination http://www. ohchr. org/Documents/Issues/Housing/SecurityTenure/Payne-
Durand-Lasserve-BackgroundPaper-JAN2013. pdf.

Pejovich, S. (1982). Karl Marx, property rights school and the process of social
change. Kyklos, 35(3), 383-397.

Pimple, M., & Sethi, M. (2005). Occupation of Land in India: Experiences and Challenges. In S.
Moyo & P. Yeros (Eds.), Reclaiming the Land: The Resurgence of Rural Movements in Africa,
Asia and Latin America (pp. 235-256). Cynthia Street, London, UK: ZED BOOKS.

Quan, J. (2006). Land access in the 21st century: issues, trends, linkages and policy options.
In LSP Working Paper 24 Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. Retrieved May 20,
2021, from http://www.fao.org/3/ah245e/ah

245e.pdf

Raihan, S., Fatehin, S., & Haque, 1. (2009). Access to land and other natural resources by the
rural poor: the case of Bangladesh. In MPRA Paper No. 38621. Retrieved April 28, 2021, from
https://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/38621/

Rao, P. T. (2017). Tribal Land Question: Case of Andhra Pradesh. Rawat.

Roy Burman, B. B., Misra, K. K., Choudhuri, B., & Channa, S. (Eds.). (2004). Encyclopadia of
indian tribes and cates. (\Vol. I, pp. ix-xv). New Delhi, India: COSMO Publication.

Rutten, R., Nooteboom, G., & Bakker, L. (2010). Localities of Value: Ambiguous Access to Land
and Water in Southeast Asia. Asian Journal of Social Science, 38(2), 167-171.

Suan Hausing, k. k. (2020). Failure to envision a power-sharing arrangement with non-Bodos
makes BTR a weak ‘shared-rule’ model of autonomy. In The Indian Express. Retrieved June 26,
2021, from https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/bodo-accord-assam-peace-
6254940/

Schickele, R. (1952). Theories concerning land tenure. Journal of Farm Economics, 34(5), 734-
744.

6006



62.

63.

64.

65.

66.
67.

Ashok Brahma! & Dr. Jhanin Mushahary!

UN-OHCHR. (2015). Land and human rights standards and applications. In United Nations
Human Rights-OHCHR. Retrieved June 9, 2021, from
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/land_hr-standardsapplications.pdf

Wahi, N., & Bhatia, A. (2018). The legal regime and political economy of land rights of
scheduled tribes in scheduled areas of India. Available at SSRN 3759219

Wickeri, E., & Kalhan, A. (2010). Land rights issues in international human rights
law. Malaysian Journal on Human Rights, 4(1), 16-25.

Willinsky, J. (2007). The properties of locke’s common-wealth of learning. In Global Knowledge
Cultures (pp. 41-63). Brill Sense.

World Bank. (2003). Land policies for growth and poverty reduction. The World Bank.

Zarin, H. A., & Bujang, A. A. (1994). Theory on land reform: an overview. Bulletin Ukur, 5(1),
9-14.

6007



