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Abstract: 

The Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha, India, which is dedicated to Lord Jagannath, a manifestation 

of the Hindu god Vishnu, is one of the most well-known and recognised Hindu temples. One of 

Hinduism's Char Dhams, or four sacred abodes, the temple is revered. The 12th-century temple is 

famed for its unique construction, which includes a curving tower and exquisite sculptures. It is 

surrounded by a large complex of smaller temples, halls, and other religious structures. One of the 

most well-known features of the Jagannath Temple is the annual Ratha Yatra celebration, in which 

Lord Jagannath, his brother Balabhadra, and sister Subhadra are shown in a beautiful procession 

atop large, artistically adorned chariots. The festival is a significant occasion that draws thousands 

of pilgrims from all across India and the rest of the globe to Puri. The art and architecture of the 

Jagannath Temple will be examined in this section along with how they have influenced social and 

economic life.  
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Introduction: 

The Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha, India, which is dedicated to Lord Jagannath, a manifestation 

of the Hindu god Vishnu, is one of the most well-known and recognised Hindu temples. One of 

Hinduism's Char Dhams, or four sacred abodes, the temple is revered. A holy temple dedicated to 

Lord Jagannath, his sister Devi Subhadra, and brothers Lord Balabhadra and Lord Balabhadra is the 

Jagannath Puri temple. Hindus believe that Lord Jagannath is a manifestation of Lord Vishnu. 

One of the four Char Dham pilgrimage destinations for the Hindu community is the Jagannath 

Temple. Jagannath is regarded as a non-sectarian god because of the depictions of Lord Jagannath 

in several faiths (Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism). The Ratha Yatra, an annual celebration held 

at the temple, is quite lovely. In the eastern states of India, it is observed every June/July. Many 

volunteers then pull his chariot to the Gundicha Temple after the three goddesses have been 

lovingly removed from the Garbhagriha of the main shrine. The distance between this temple and 

the Jagannath Puri Temple is around 3 kilometres. The deities are then brought back to the main 

temple after staying at the Gundicha Temple for a few days. 

There is an attempt to explore the secrets of the Jagannath Temple in topographical, population, The 

Art and Architecture of Jagannath Temple, impact on tourism and economy. 
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Topography 

More than 400,000 square feet cover the complex of the Puri Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha, 

India, which is located in a coastal city Puri. The temple is located on a raised platform and is 

surrounded by a huge walled complex. The main temple is a large, 214-foot-tall pyramidal structure 

with a curving tower rising from the top (shikhara). A complex carving and sculpture that mimics a 

dome tops the tower (an amalaka). Together with a variety of smaller temples and halls, the bigger 

kitchen in the temple complex prepares free meals for guests. Moreover, the estate features a 

number of ponds and tanks that are used for ceremonial purification. The Jagannath Temple is 

surrounded by a busy town with crowded marketplaces and narrow alleys on the east coast of India. 

(3)Despite this, the grounds of the temple provide a nice and serene atmosphere, with lovely trees 

and lush gardens providing shade. Overall, the geography of the Jagannath Temple reveals its 

beauty as well as its religious significance, cultural tradition, architectural elegance, and artistic 

embellishments. The complex is recognised as one of Hinduism's holiest locations and continues to 

attract visitors from all around the globe. 

Demography 

The unique demographic makeup of the neighbourhood around the Jagannath Temple in Puri, 

Odisha, India, is a reflection of the region's lengthy cultural and religious past. Hindu pilgrims are 

making their way to the town of Puri, which serves as a significant pilgrimage destination, from all 

around India and the rest of the globe. Hindus make up the bulk of Puri's permanent inhabitants, 

with large minority of Muslims and Christians. The majority of people are employed in traditional 

occupations like farming and fishing and reside in rural regions. The village is also home to several 

priests and temple workers who are in charge of looking after and maintaining the temple complex. 

When significant festivals, like the annual Rathayatra, take place, hundreds of thousands of pilgrims 

go to Puri to partake in the festivities, which leads to a rise in the city's population. The town is a 

popular tourist attraction as well, attracting visitors drawn to its rich cultural and religious 

history.(1) The demographics of the Jagannath Temple area are varied and dynamic overall, 

reflecting the cultural, religious, and economic factors that shape day-to-day life in this region of 

India. Despite its size and complexity, the temple continues to attract visitors from all walks of life 

as a symbol of dedication and harmony. 

The Art and Architecture of Jagannath Temple 

Jagannath Temple's art and architecture: The Jagannath Temple is renowned for its exquisite 

sculptures and unique architecture. Some of the temple's most notable works of art and architecture 

include the following: 

Temple Complex: Inside the temple complex, which is enclosed by a high wall and has a number of 

auxiliary temples and buildings, is where the main shrine for Lord Jagannath is situated. 

Deul: Built in the Kalinga architectural style, the Deul, the main shrine, is one of the highest 

temples in India. It is remarkable for both its pyramidal roof and its finely carved walls and pillars. 

Rath Yatra: The temple is well-known for its annual Rath Yatra celebration, during which its three 

main deities—Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Goddess Subhadra—are paraded in a grand 

procession atop huge, ornately decorated chariots. 
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Carvings: The temple's walls and pillars are covered with a profusion of intricate carvings and 

sculptures, many of which depict themes from Hindu mythology as well as floral and geometric 

patterns. 

Wooden Elements: The temple is well known for its wooden components, including the 

Singhadwara, the main entrance, and the kitchen where food offerings to the gods are prepared. 

These structures are recognised for their fine workmanship and lovely ornamentation. 

Ultimately, the Jagannath Temple's art and architecture capture India's people's religious and 

spiritual beliefs while also reflecting the region's rich cultural legacy. The temple continues to 

inspire builders and artists, and it draws thousands of tourists each year who are awestruck by its 

historical and cultural importance as well as its beauty.(5) Helaine Selin examines the architecture, 

artwork, and surrounding religious cult of the temple in her book The Jagannatha Temple, its 

Architecture, Art, and Religion. The architect of the temple, a combination of Kalinga, Dravidian, 

and Chalukyan elements, is highlighted by the author. She goes into great detail about the four big 

gates, the sanctum sanctorum, the many chambers, and the courtyards. The worship of Lord 

Jagannatha, a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, is the foundation of the temple's cult of religion, which 

is also discussed by Selin. She investigates the god's mythology and history as well as the practises 

and rituals of the priests. In "The Jagannatha Temple in Puri," Donaldson emphasises the 

importance of the Jagannatha Temple. He covers both the general layout of the temple and the 

functions of each of its various courtyards, halls, and shrines. The book also discusses the traditions 

and festivals associated with the temple, such as the well-known Rathyatra or "Chariot Festival," in 

which the gods are paraded around the city. He talks on the complex social and political importance 

of the festival, which has made it a prominent event in Odisha for millennia. He argues that the 

temple still gives the people of Odisha inspiration and pride and that its ceremonies and 

architectural features reflect the region's extensive history of cultural synthesis and exchange. 

Impact on tourism and economy 

The Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha, is one of the most well-known and revered Hindu 

pilgrimage destinations in all of India. One of India's four primary Char Dham Yatras, it is one of 

the four places every Hindu is obligated to visit at least once in their lifetime. The other three Char 

Dham Yatras are to Badrinath in the north, Dwarka in the west, and Rameshwaram in the south. 

The Jagannath Temple is dedicated to Lord Jagannath, a manifestation of Lord Vishnu. It is 

believed that Anantavarman Chodaganga Deva, a monarch of the Eastern Ganga dynasty, built it in 

the 12th century. The four structures that make up the 10.7-acre temple complex are the main 

temple, the Mukti Mandap, the Natya Mandap, and the Bhoga Mandap. The annual Rath Yatra, also 

known as the Chariot Festival, is one of the most important and well-attended festivities at the 

Jagannath Temple. (6)At the nine-day festival, which takes place in the months of June or July, 

millions of devotees visit from all over the globe. During the celebration, the idols of Lord 

Jagannath, his brother Balabhadra, and his sister Subhadra are removed from the temple and 

positioned in three colossal chariots. Worshipers then drag the chariots through the streets of Puri to 

the Gundicha Temple, which is around three kilometres away. During the parade, there is music, 

dancing, and a carnival-like atmosphere. The Rath Yatra is one of the world's largest religious 

festivals. 

In addition to the Rath Yatra, the Jagannath Temple celebrates a number of other festivals 

throughout the year. Among them are the Snana Yatra, Chandan Yatra, Ratha Yatra, and 
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Anavasara. (8)Every event has a unique significance and attracts a huge audience. In addition to 

religious festivals, the Jagannath Temple also offers a variety of religious and cultural activities to 

visitors. The Mangala Aarti, Madhyana Aarti, Sandhya Aarti, and Pahuda Aarti are daily rituals 

performed at the temple that devotees may see. The temple has a kitchen as well, known as the 

Ananda Bazaar, where food is cooked for the gods and distributed as prasad to the faithful. The 

Jagannath Temple is a popular site for travellers who travel for religious purposes because of its 

religious importance and rich cultural heritage. A variety of tourism-related amenities, including 

housing choices, food places, and transportation alternatives, have been created in the vicinity as a 

result of the temple's popularity. A testament to the endurance of faith and commitment in the 

modern day, the temple's influence on the local economy and tourist industry cannot be overstated. 

The Jagannath Temple in Puri has a tremendous influence on the regional economy because of the 

enormous number of pilgrims and tourists it attracts from all over the globe. A variety of tourism-

related amenities, including housing choices, food places, and transportation alternatives, have been 

created in the vicinity as a result of the temple's popularity. These businesses help the local 

economy grow while providing employment opportunities for citizens. The yearly Rath Yatra, one 

of the largest religious celebrations in the world, has a considerable impact on the local economy. 

During the festival, there is a huge inflow of pilgrims and visitors into the city of Puri, which raises 

the demand for products and services. As a consequence, the local economy has grown and there 

are now more job opportunities for locals. Food is made for the gods and served as Prasad to the 

devoted at the Ananda Bazaar, the temple's own kitchen. The restaurant offers job opportunities to 

several individuals and boosts the local economy by obtaining its food from surrounding markets. 

The Jagannath Temple benefits the economy of Puri and the surrounding region as a whole. It 

fosters the rise of the tourist industry and encourages the establishment of neighbourhood 

businesses. 

Conclusion 

The "Puri Sri Jagannath Temple Act, 1952" was enacted by the state government in an effort to 

modernise the administrative structure after independence. It stipulates the creation of documents 

detailing the obligations of Sevayatras and other individuals involved in the temple's administration 

and devotional practises(7) .The Sri Jagannath Temple Act, 1955 was subsequently passed to 

restructure the administration of the temple and its assets. The "adhyasevak" (head servant) of the 

temple is Divyasingh Dev. After his father Birkishore Dev passed away in 1970, he succeeded him 

as the Maharaja of Puri at the age of 17. God is present and is of all people, all classes. God is an 

intangible connection of holiness and compassion, not intolerance. Here, Shabars and Kayasthas, 

Antyajas and Brahmins, may stand hand in hand and profess their love for one another. This 

Ruddhashav tale is a fantastic work of international cooperation. This book, which is decorated with 

several vibrant drawings, serves as motivation for reawakening trust in people and mankind. The 

image of the prehistoric human civilization that is shown via the romance and success of the 

Brahmin's son with Shabarakanya is, in the end, the human race's victor. The only way to discover 

God is by self-sacrifice and trust in man, not through pride. 
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